
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



INTRODUCTION TO QUOTATIONS FROM THE TALMUD 
AND KINDRED JEWISH LITERATURE. 



By Rev. Peter Cook, 
Chicago, 111. 



The Jewish literature as embodied in the Talmud and works kindred 
to it has been one of the great sources of our knowledge of the New 
Testament times, and the purpose of this article is to give a general 
survey of it in order to make more intelligible quotations drawn from 
it and references to it. 

This literature lies before us in three great divisions: 

1. The Targums. 

II. The two Talmuds. 

III. The Midrashim, a number of works of an exegetical character 
on the Old Testament. 

I. THE TARGUMS. 

These are a more or less loose paraphrase of parts of the Old Testa- 
ment into the vernacular. 

i. The Targum Onkelos, on the Pentateuch, dates possibly from the 
first century A. D. 

2. The Targum Jonathan ben Usiel, on the historical books and the 
prophets, is of nearly the same date as Onkelos. 

3. The Targum Pseudo-Jonathan and Targum Jerushalmill. Pseudo- 
Jonathan (also called Jerushalmi I) dates not before the middle of the 
seventh century. It covers the Pentateuch and is dependent on 
Jerushalmi II. The latter covers only part of the Pentateuch and 
possibly dates from the third century. 

4. Targums on the Hagiographa. Those on Psalms, Proverbs, and 
Job date after the second half of the seventh century. Those on the 
five Megilloth (Canticles, Ruth, Lamentations, Ecclesiastes, Esther) 
are also post-talmudic. 

II. THE TWO TALMUDS. 

" The Talmud is the work which embodies the mental labors of the 
ancient Jewish teachers during a period of about eight hundred years 
(from about 300 before to 500 after the Christian era) in expounding 
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and developing the civil and religious law of the Old Testament. 
Besides, it contains the theosophical views, ethical maxims, and exe- 
getical remarks of those teachers ; it is interwoven with many valu- 
able historical and ethnographical records, and contains occasional 
references to the different branches of ancient knowledge and sciences." 

It consists of two distinct works, the Mishna as the text, and the 
Gemara as a voluminous collection of commentaries and discussions 
on that text. The appellation "Talmud" (meaning " study") prop- 
erly refers to the Gemara only, but in common usage it is now applied 
to the combined work of Mishna and Gemara. 

There are two compilations of Gemara, different in language and 
contents. The one originated in the Palestinian schools {Jerusalem 
Talmud), the other in the Babylonian schools (Babylonian Talmud). 
The Mishna text is the same in both. 

The Mishna is the authorized codification of the oral law, or tradi- 
tion, which developed on the basis of the Pentateuch during the period 
from the second temple down to the second century A. D. 

These traditions kept on growing from the time of Ezra, but were 
for centuries handed down orally from one generation to another. 
The first attempt to bring order into these traditions was made by 
Hillel, who arranged them into six principal divisions. Later Rabbi 
Akiba and his disciple, R. Meir, made some attempt at written com- 
pilations; but it was not till toward the end of the second century, 
under R. Jehuda Hanasi, that the Mishna received its final authorita- 
tive written form. 

The Mishna is divided into six main sections, termed Sedarim 
("orders" or "series"). Each Seder is subdivided into Masechtoth 
("treatises" or "tracts"), of which each bears a name indicating its 
general contents. The Mishna contains in all sixty-three Masechtoth. 
Each Masechta is again subdivided into chapters called Perakim, and 
each Perek into paragraphs, of which each is termed Mishna or Halacha. 

Concerning the order of the Masechtoth belonging to their respect- 
ive sections, there is some difference between the separate Mishna 
edition and the Babylonian and Palestinian Talmud. 

The following is a full list" of the Masechtoth belonging to each 
Seder and the number of their Perakim, besides the order of their 
succession in the separate Mishna edition as well as in the two com- 
pilations of the Talmud : 

1 This table, with some slight alterations, is taken from Mielziner, Introduction 
to the Talmud. 
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I. SEDER ZERAIM (CONTAINING ELEVEN MASECHTOTH). 



Order of Succession 

IN THE 


Names and Subjects of Treatises 


u C 


Separate 
Mishna 
Edition 


Talmud 


■2-2 


Bab. Jerus. 




2 

3 

4 

5 
6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

ii 


Ig 2 
2 

3 

4 

5 
6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

ii 


ig 

2g 

3g 

4g 

5g 

6g 

7g 

8g 
9g 

log 
11 g 


Berachoth, Benedictions or Prayers; treats of litur- 
gical rules. 

Peah, Corner; treats of corners and gleanings in the 
field, the forgotten sheaves, the olives and grapes 
to be left to the poor, according to Lev. 19:9, 10, 
and Deut. 24: 19, 21. 

Demai, the Uncertain; treats of corn bought from 
persons suspected of not having given therefrom 
the tithes. 

Khilayim, Mixtures; treats of the prohibited mix- 
tures in plants, animals, and garments (Lev. 
19: 19; Deut. 22:9-11). 

Shebiith, the Sabbatical Year (Exod. 23: n ; Lev. 
25:2-7; Deut. 15: 1— 1 1). 

Therumoth, the Heave-Offerings for the priests 
(Numb. 18:12). 

Maaseroth, the Tithes, to be given to the Levites 
(Lev. 27:30-33; Numb. 18:21-24). 

Maaser Sheni, the Second Tithe (Deut. 14:22-26). 

Challa, the Dough; the portion to be given thereof 
to the priests (Numb. 15:20, 21). 

Orla, the Uncircumcised ; treats of the fruits of a 
tree during the first four years after its planting 
(Lev. 19:23-25). 

Biccurim, the First Fruits to be brought to the 
temple (Deut. 26:1-11). 


9 

8 

7 

9 
10 
11 

5 
5 

4 

3 
3 



II. SEDER MOED (TWELVE MASECHTOTH). 



1 g 


Ig 


2g 


2g 


3g 


3g 


» 


5g 


8g 


4g 


9g 


6g 


4g 


8g 



Sabbath ; treats of the labors prohibited on that 
day. 

Erubin, Combinations. This Masechta, being a con- 
tinuation of the preceding, treats especially of 
imaginary combinations or localities by which 
to extend the Sabbath boundary. 

Pesachim ; treats of the laws relating to the Feast of 
Passover and the paschal lamb. 

Shekalim ; treats of the half-shekel which every 
Israelite had to pay as temple tax (Exod. 30: 12-16). 

Yoma, the Day, i. e., the Day of Atonement (Lev. 

16:3-34)- 
Succah; treats of the laws concerning the Feast of 

Tabernacles (Lev. 23:34-36). 
Betza, or Yom Tobh; kinds of work which were 

prohibited or permitted on the festivals (Exod. 

12: 16). 



24 
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2 The letter g is added to the number of the order of succession in this list to indi- 
cate that there is Gemara to that Masechta in one or both Talmud compilations. 
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II. SEDER MOED (TWELVE MASECHTOTH) Continued. 



Order of Succession 

IN THE 


Names and Subjects of Treatises 


2.§ 


Separate 

Mishna 
Edition 


Talmud 


it 


Bab. 


Jerus. 


8 

9 
10 

12 


7g 

tog 

'2g 
58 

6g 


7g 

9g 
tog 

I2g 

"g 


Rosh Hashana, Beginning of the Year; treats of 
the Feast of New Year. 

Taanith; on the public fasts. 

Megilla, the Scroll; treats of the reading of the 
book of Esther on the Feast of Purim. 

Moed Katon, Minor Feasts; treats of laws relating 
to the days intervening between the first and last 
days of Pesach and Succoth. 

Chagiga, Feast-Offering; treats of the private offer- 
ings on the three feasts of pilgrimage (Deut. 
16:16, 17). 


4 
4 

4 
3 
3 



III. SEDER NASHIM (SEVEN MASECHTOTH). 



Ig 


ig 


2g 


3K 


5g 


4g 


6g 
7g 


°g 

2g 


4g 
3g 


5g 

7g 



Yebamoth, Sisters -in-Law; Levirate marriage (Deut. 
25:5-10). 

Khethuboth, Marriage Deeds; dower and mar- 
riage settlements. 

Nedarim, Vows; vows and their annulment (Numb. 
30:3-16). 

Nazir, the Nazirite (Numb. 6:2-21). 

Sota ; on the woman suspected of adultery (Numb. 
5:I2-3I)- 

Gittin, on Divorces (Deut. 24: 1-5). 

KlDDUSHlN. on Betrothals. 



16 

13 

11 
9 

9 

9 
4 



IV. SEDER NEZIKIN (TEN MASECHTOTH). 



'g 


1 g 


2g 


2g 


3g 


3g 


5g 


4g 


7g 


5g 



Baba Kama, First Gate; treats of damages and 
injuries, and their remedies (Exod. 21:28-37; 
22:1-5). 

Baba Metzia, Middle Gate; treats of laws con- 
cerning found property (Deut. 22: 1-4); concerning 
trust (Exod. 22:6-14); concerning buying and sell- 
ing (Lev. 25:14); lending (Exod. 22:24-26; Lev. 
25:35-37); and concerning hiring and lenting. 

Baba Bathra, Last Gate; treats of laws concerning 
real estate and commerce, mostly based on tradi- 
tional law; besides the laws concerning hereditary 
succession, based on Numb. 27:7-11. 

Sanhedrin; treats of the courts and their proceed- 
ings, and of the punishment of capital crimes. 

Maccoth, Stripes; treats of false witnesses and 
their punishments (Deut. 19:16-19); of the cities 
of refuge (Numb. 35: 10-32; Deut. 19: 1-13); and 
of crimes punished by stripes (Deut. 25: 1-3). 



10 
1 1 
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IV. SEDER NEZIKIN (TEN MASECHTOTh)— Continued. 



Order of Succession 

IN THE 


Names and Subjects of Treatises 


Is 


Separate 
Mishna 
Edition 


Talmud 


it 


Bab. 


Jems. 


z°* 


6 

7 

8 
9 

10 


6g 

8 

4g 
10 

9g 


6g 

Want- 
ing 

7g 

Want- 
ing 

8g 


Shebuoth, Oaths; treats of the different kinds of 
oaths, those made in private life as well as those 
administered in court (Lev. 5:4, 5, 21, 22; Exod. 
22:c-I0). 

Eduyoth, Testimonies; contains a collection of tra- 
ditional laws and decisions gathered from the tes- 
timonies of distinguished teachers. 

Aboda Zara, Idolatry; treats of laws concerning 
idols and the relation to the worshipers thereof. 

Aboth, Fathers, or Sentences of the Fathers (the 
principal teachers); contains ethical maxims of 
the Mishna teachers. 

Horayoth, Decisions; Treats of the consequences 
of acting according to erroneous decisions ren- 
dered by a religious authority, with reference to 
Lev., chaps. 4 and 5. 


8 

8 

5 

5 
3 



V. SEDER KODASHIM (ELEVEN MASECHTOTH). 



I 


' g 




Zebachim, Sacrifices; treats of the animal sacrifices 
and the mode of their offering with reference to 
the first chapters of Leviticus. 


14 


2 


2g 




Menachoth. Meat-Offering; treats of meat- and 








bo 


drink-offerings (Lev., chap. 2). 


13 


3 


4g 




Cholin (orCHUl.LlN), Profane Things; treats of the 
traditional manner of slaughtering animals for 








■$■ 


ordinary use; also of the dietary laws. 


12 


4 


3g 




Bechoroth, the First- Born (Exod. 8:12, 13, and 
Numb. 18:15-17). 


9 


S 


5g 




Arachin, Estimations; treats of the mode in which 
persons or things dedicated to the Lord by a vow 
are legally appraised in order to be redeemed for 
ordinary use (Lev. 27:2-27). 


9 


6 


°g 




Themura, Exchange; treats of the laws concerning 
sanctified things having been exchanged (Lev. 








rt 


27: 10-27). 


7 


7 


7g 


£ 


Kherithoth, Excisions; treats of the sins subject 
to the punishment of excision, and their expiation 
by sacrifices. 


6 


8 


8g 




Me-ila, Trespass (sacrilege); treats of the sins of 
violating or profaning sacred things(Lev. 5: 15, 16). 


6 


9 


log 




Thamid, the Daily Sacrifice; describes the temple 
service connected with the daily morning and even- 
ing offering (Exod. 29:38-41; Numb. 28:2-8). 


7 
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V. SEDER KODASHIM (ELEVEN MASECHTOTH) Continued. 



Order of Succession 

IN THE 


Names and Subjects of Treatises 


"Ss 


Separate 
Mishna 
Edition 


Talmud 


12 


Bab. 


Jerus. 


•ZT 


10 

II 


II 

9 


bo 
c 

c 


Middoth, Measurements; contains the measurement 
and description of the temple, its courts, gates, 
and halls ; also description of the priestly guards 
in the temple. 

Kinnim, Birds' Nests; treats of the sacrifices consist- 
ing of fowls, the offering of the poor (Lev. 1:14 ; 
5:7; 12:8). 


5 
3 



VI. SEDER TEHAROTH (TWELVE MASECHTOTH). 



2 






bO 




C 


3 


'Z 








rt 




S 


4 




5 






be 


6 


c 




c 




CD 




£ 


7 




ig 


Ig 


8 




9 


be 
















c 




« 


10 


£ 


II 


bo 
c 













rt 


12 


St 



Khelim, Vessels; treats of the conditions under 
which domestic utensils, garments, etc., receive 
ritual uncleanness (Lev. 11:33-35). 

Ohaloth, Tents; treats of tents and houses convey- 
ing the ritual uncleanness of a dead body (Numb. 
19:14,15). 

Nega-im, Leprosy; treats of the laws relating to 
leprosy of men, garments, and dwellings (Lev., 
chaps. 13 and 14). 

Parah, the Heifer; laws concerning the red heifer 
and the use of its ashes for the purification of the 
unclean (Numb., chap. 19). 

Teharoth, Purifications. The word is here used 
euphemistically, as the Masechta treats of some 
lesser degrees of uncleanness lasting only till sunset 
(Lev. 11:24-28). 

Mikvaoth, Wells; treats of the conditions under 
which wells and reservoirs are fit to be used for 
ritual purifications. 

Nidda, the Menstruous ; treats of the legal unclean- 
ness arising from certain conditions in women 
(Lev. 15: 19-31, and 12:2-8). 

Mach-Shirin, Preparations; treats of the liquids 
that, according to Lev. 1 1 : 34, 38, prepare and dis- 
pose seeds and fruits to receive ritual uncleanness. 

Zabim, Persons Suffering from Punning Issues; treats 
of the uncleanness arising from such secretions 
(Lev. 15:2-18), 

Tebul Yom, Immersed at Daytime; treats of the 
state of him who at daytime immersed for his 
purifications, while his perfect cleanness, according 
to the law, is not acquired before the setting of the 
sun. 

Yadayim, Hands; treats of the ritual uncleanness of 
hands, according to the traditional law, and of 
their purification. 

Uk-tzin, Stalks of Fruit; treats of stalks and shells 
of fruit in regard to conveying ritual uncleanness. 
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The Tosephta. — Not all of the legal traditions existing at the time 
of the compilation of the Mishna were embodied in that work, and 
therefore did not come to form part of the authoritative code ; but 
they are collected in a work called Tosephta (addition or supplement), 
and were intended to complete the deficiencies of the Mishna. It con- 
sists of 60 Masechtoth and 452 Perakim, and is frequently quoted in 
the Gemara. Besides the older traditions, it also contains some that 
are later. In its present shape it belongs to the fifth or sixth century. 
The work is usually printed as an appendix to Alphasi's Compendium 0/ 
the Talmud; but in the Vienna edition of the Babylonian Talmud its 
Masechtoth are appended to the corresponding Masechtoth of the 
Talmud. 

Besides the Tosephta, other traditions of the talmudic period are 
embodied in the Midrashim (which see), and still others have been lost ; 
but all these are often quoted in the Gemara under the name Baraitha, 
meaning an extraneous Mishna, to distinguish them from the author- 
ized Mishna of R. Jehuda Hanasi. 

Authorities of the Mishna. — The authorities mentioned in the Mishna 
and Baraitha as having transmitted and developed the oral law, belong 
to three different periods : (1) the Sopherim, (2) the Zugoth, and (3) 
the Tanaim. 

The Sopherim extend from the time of Ezra to Simon the Just, or 
to 200 B. C. The connecting link between this period and the follow- 
ing is Antigonos of Socho, a disciple of Simon the Just. 

The Zugoth ("pairs") is the appellation of the leading teachers 
from Jose ben Joezer to Hillel, who stood at the head of the San- 
hedrin, one as president (Nasi) and the other as vice-president (Ab 
bethdin). Their succession was: (1) Jose ben Joezer and Jose ben 
Jochanan (during the Maccabean wars of independence); (2) Joshua b. 
Perachia and Nitai of Arbela (in the time of John Hyrcanus); (3) Juda 
b. Tabai and Simon b. Shetach (in the time of Alexander Jannseus and 
Salome); (4) Shemaiah and Abtalion (in the time of Hyrcanus II.); 
(5) Hillel and Shammai (in the time of King Herod). 

With the disciples of Hillel and Shammai begins the period of 
Tanaim, which lasted about 210 years, or to 220 A. D. From this 
time on the title Rabbi (" my teacher") for the ordained teachers, and 
the title Rabban (" our teacher ") for the president of the Sanhedrin, 
came into use. The period of the Tanaim is generally divided into 
five or six minor sections or generations, as follows, in order to show 
which teachers were more or less contemporaneous. The most promi- 
nent are in the first generation. 
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First generation (10-80 A. D.): (1) The school of Shammai and 
that of Hillel; (2) Akabia ben Mahalaleel; (3) Rabban Gamaliel the 
Elder; (4) Rabbi Chanina, Chief of the Priests; (5) R. Simon b. Gama- 
liel ; (6) R. Jochanan ben Zaccai. 

Second generation (80-120 A. D.): (1) Rabban Gamaliel II. (of 
Jabne); (2) Rabbi Zadok; (3) R. Dosa (b. Harchinas); (4) R. Eliezer 
b. Jacob; (5) R. Eliezer (b. Hyrcanus); (6) R. Joshua (b. Chanania); 

(7) R. Elazar b. Azaria; (8) R. Juda b. Bathyra. 

Third generation (120-139 A. D.): (1) R. Tarphon ; (2) R.Ishmael ; 
(3) R. Akiba; (4) R. Jochanan b. Nuri ; (5) R. Jose the Galilean; (6) R. 
Simon b. Nanos; (7) R. Juda b. Baba; (8) R. Jochanan b. Broka. 

Fourth generation (139-165 A. D.): (1) R. Meir; (2) R. Jehuda (b. 
Ilai); (3) R. Jose (b. Chalafta); (4) R. Simon (b. Jochai); (5) R. Elazar 
(b. Shamua); (6) R. Jochanan the Sandelar ; (7) R. Elazar b. Jacob; 

(8) R. Nehemiah ; (9) R. Joshua b. Korcha ; (10) R. Simon b. Gama- 
liel. 

Fifth generation (165-200 A. D.).- (1) R. Nathan (the Babylonian); 
(2) Symmachus ; (3) R. Jehuda Hanasi (the patriarch), called simply 
Rabbi; (4) R. Jose b. Juda; (5) R. Elazar b. Simon; (6) R. Simon 
b. Elazar. 

Sixth generation (Semi-Tanaim): (1) Plimo; (2) Ise b. Juda; (3) 
R. Elazar b. Jose; (4) R. Ishmael bar Jose; (5) R. Judah b. Lakish; 
(6) R. Chiya; (7) R. Acha ; (8) R. Abba (Areca). The sixth genera- 
tion consists of the younger disciples of R. Juda Hanasi, and are not 
mentioned in the Mishna, but are mentioned in the Tosephta and 
Boraitha. They are, therefore, a sort of semi-Tanaim who form the 
connecting link between the period of the Tanaim and that of the 
Amoraim. 

\To be concluded in the next number.'] 



